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In Person Worship Returns Oct. 4, 2020 
 
These past few months have been quite trying, to say the least for all of us. For the Pastor and Staff here at 
Yardley UMC, the building has felt quite empty every time we’ve walked through it. There is something power-
ful and amazing when we are able to worship in-person together. There comes a time when people being so-
cial creatures long (and need) to get back together. We feel that time is now.  
 
We’re going live at 8:45 on Sunday October 4 in the  sanctuary!   
 
We believe that following the guidelines recommended by the CDC will allow us to meet safely in the sanctu-
ary. As with everything else there will be new protocols in place. 
 
For instance:  
• Mask will be required.  
• We will have only one entry/exit point. Only the door at the ramp will be used. We chose this door since it 

is handicap accessible. Everyone will be asked to go directly into the sanctuary. We are asking that peo-
ple not linger or socialize in the lobby area or throughout the building.   

• Folks not living in the same household will need to be physically distanced from each other in the pews.  
• Unfortunately, at this juncture we are unable to have congregational singing. 
• Children will be asked to sit with their families for the service. We are currently unable to offer Sunday 

school. 
• We are asking if you are not feeling well to please stay home and join us on-line. 
 
Let me know if you are willing to serve as an usher or greeter for the service.  I’m looking forward to meeting 
you in person and excited to lead worship in the sanctuary.  
 
We do realize that many in our congregation are una ble or not comfortable returning to in-person 
worship just yet. Our Sunday LIVE - ZOOM worship wi ll continue to be offered at 10:00 am. We will 
also continue to record it and up-load it to variou s on-line venues.   
 
To volunteer, or if you have any questions please contact Pastor Barb (610.310.8349,  
bjseekford@gmail.com). 
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“Next Week has been Exhausting!” 
 
      “Next week has been exhausting” was something someone posted on  
 Facebook a few weeks ago. I laughed when I read it but realized that many  
of us can relate to these words. Next week hasn’t happened yet, but we are 

already exhausted. With schools starting back up, fall schedules picking up and no end in sight for 
this pandemic many of us our finding ourselves struggling, depressed and exhausted.   

Our everyday duties and responsibilities are draining us. Much of our time is spent, doing the 
laundry, running errands, going to meetings, standing in lines, working too much overtime, or possi-
bly being scared because we are now unemployed. This pandemic has only added to the stress. It 
has caused a disruption in so many of our systems. This has meant a radical shift in the way we do 
school, work, interact with family and friends.  We’re doing it all in ways that most of us have never 
experienced. We’re finding our bodies, souls and minds running on empty and we are weary. We are 
beginning to dread tomorrow. We’re starting to wonder where we are going to get the strength to 
continue.  

I read an article that said our “surge capacity” is depleted and it’s why many folks are feeling aw-
ful. “Surge capacity is a collection of adaptive systems – mental and physical – that humans draw on 
for short-term survival in acutely stressful situations, such as natural disasters” Minnesot(Ann Mas-
ten, PhD, quoted in - Tara Haelle, “Your Surge Capacity is Depleted – It’s Why You Feel Awful”, 
8/17/2020). 

When your “surge capacity” is depleted it needs to be refilled. Trying to find ways to refill it can be 
challenging, especially if it means adding one more thing to your day. So what are we to do?  

I say, let’s take Jesus at his word. Jesus invited us to come to him, to give him our burdens and 
to learn from him. If we do this, he promises that we would find rest for our souls. Let’s take him up 
on his offer. Not by adding another thing to our “to do” list, instead let’s practice being aware of 
God’s presence throughout our day. Let’s not limit our time with God to our scheduled prayer time. If 
we believe that God is everywhere at all times, then God must be with us right now. Life happens in 
the midst of our business not in our escape from it. Let’s become aware of what is right in front of us 
for it is often what is right in front of us that we see the least. 

Fall is right around the corner and for many folks it is their 
favorite time of year. The leaves start to change colors, and the 
temperature is a little cooler. It is a great time to spend time 
outside. There is something restful and restorative when we 
take the time to admire the wonder and beauty of creation. Go 
for a walk at lunch or in the evening. What are you noticing?  

What changes are you seeing during your commute to and 
from work or school? Take a moment to give God thanks. 

After a few weeks, you’ll find your “surge capacity” re-
newed. Continue the practice and you’ll find that you are facing 
tomorrow not with dread but with a sense of awe and wonder 
excited to see what mysteries God will be unfolding for you.   

 
 
Pastor Barb 

Picture yourself walking up the ramp on October 4! 
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Take-home meals are gratefully 
accepted by clients at TASK. 

Bishop Peggy Johnson has made an appeal for 
financial help for our Methodist camps  which were 
forced to close this summer due to Covid 19. She is praying for 
each church to donate $300. Would you help? Please send your 
check to Yardley UMC, 300 Langhorne Rd, Yardley, PA 19067, 
with "camps" written in the memo, or make your donation on line 
at our website and indicate camps. We will send the donations 
into the Conference for the camps. Below is an excerpt from her 
letter: 

"...It is with faith in the power of the Spirit that I write to you on be-
half of our Camp and Retreat Ministries. We have four vibrant and 
unique camps--Carson-Simpson Farm Christian Center, Innabah, Gret-
na Glen and Pocono Plateau--that fall within the bounds of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference. They have long served as important mission 
extension outposts for our churches and the greater community. They 
are one of the most effective evangelism tools we have... 

I am asking you- churches, members and friends of our Confer-
ence- to embrace a vision of what it would look like if every church 
would donate $300 to support our camp centers and avoid a budget 
shortfall. Such well-deserved generosity would help them with their 
already scaled-back payroll needs through the rest of this year and 
provide some funds to help them plan, resource and launch a new year 
of exciting retreats and camping adventures in 2021... 

This vision speaks to the power and possibilities of our United 
Methodist connection that makes us a Conference that is "United in 
Christ and Committed to Transformation..." 

Purple bags!  Thank you to those people 
who left food in the container for Penndel Pan-
try. For the next few months, we are encourag-
ing people to make online donations. Challenge 
yourself to pick a day in the month to make a 
donation similar to the amount you would spend 
filling your purple bags. You can make your 
donations at, www.bchg.org. There is a con-
stant need for food and supplies, and we can 
help. But, if you attend in person church in Oc-
tober you can leave food in the lobby for deliv-
ery to Penndel. 

The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, just 
across the river in Trenton, NJ, has served as a 
"model" for building other service organiza-
tions that aim to design a program of services 
that can transform the lives of persons in their 
community.   TASK is much more than a “soup 
kitchen.” Through its comprehensive approach 
to addressing the needs of “the whole person,” it 
offers programs focused on the physical, emo-
tional, social, psychological and spiritual aspects 
of a person’s needs.   

In addition to providing nutritional meals, 5 
days a week, TASK offers adult education clas-
ses, training in the use of a computer, the ser-
vices of social workers, medical referrals, and 
opportunities for hands-on expression of 
one's interests and skills in art, music, and writ-
ing.  Most importantly, perhaps, TASK provides 
an atmosphere of welcome, support , and 
"community" for all those who enter. 

YUMC has a small group of TASK volun-
teers who, “in normal times,” travel to the Soup 
Kitchen on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 
from 9:30 to 1:20 p.m. to help prepare and 
serve, the noonday meal. During the pandemic, 
the Soup Kitchen dining room is closed, and 
take-out meals, hygiene bags, and other needed 
items are provided to the patrons by TASK staff 
and employees from the front and side doors. 

But, our TASK volunteers have assembled 
and delivered take-home meals and hygiene 
bags to TASK, and have encouraged others in 
the congregation to contribute these items, too.  

                                                  continued on p. 4 
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Birthdays in September 

 

Birthdays in October 
13 Molly Kaiser 
18 Bill Moody 
19 Joshua Schettino 
21 Jenny Lefebvre 
22 Andrea Scherer 
26 John Rymer 
26 Dylan Kelly 
27 Connor Menzel 
29 Susan Croggon 
 
 

01 Jonathan Parks 
01 Calvin Winters 
05 Matthew Croggon 
07 Julia Ransom 
10 Debbie Van Aken 
12 Ruth Logan  
16 Jack Reed 
16 Richard Edwards 
17 Diana Hachoose 
19 Daniel Hyland 
 

19 Nancy Scurlock 
20 Jessie Shaffer 
21 Peggy Guenzel 
21 Elizabeth Miller 
24 Janice Laba 
24 Phil Mitchell 
26 Dave Whalen 
27 Christi Rowley 
28 Bob Smith 
30 Emily Grace 
30 Christine Griffin 
31 Krista Chassen 

 

Thank you to all who have made their tithes 
and gifts by mail or on line. Please continue 
your regular giving to the church during this 
difficult time. Your checks can be mailed to this 
address..... Yardley United Methodist Church, 
300 Langhorne Rd, Yardley PA 19067.  

You can also make online gifts by going to  
https://giveinjoy.givingfuel.com/yardley-

united-methodist  
 
Please continue to be in touch with the 

church. You can email the staff 
at pastorbarb@yardleyumc.org denise@yardley
umc.org eduardo@yardleyumc.org office@yard
leyumc.org  

Your ongoing support makes possible our 
ministry to each other and to our community, 
especially in this time of crisis. God bless you.  

01 Steve Pirog 
02 Joan Dansbury 
04 Brody Bromberg 
05 Priya Babu 
07 Jackson Luce 
09 Willie Mitchell 
09 Cyndee Ward 
09 Christina Jackson 
09 Rachel Hammelman 
10 Matthew Hyland 

TASK  continued from p. 3  
During the Middle School mission trip, MyCalling!, in July, 

mission trip participants joined this effort, and also assembled 
and delivered hygiene bags to TASK. Thanks, Middle School-
ers! 

And, so…. the pandemic continues!  And, with it, the finan-
cial needs of the TASK organization, as it continues to meet 
the challenges of providing two meals a day for the greatly 
increased number of patrons who rely on TASK for their daily 
meals.   Patrons also need hygiene items to keep them 
healthy.  

 
 If you are able, please provide for our neighbors i n 

Trenton, any (or all) of these items listed below.  Please 
place them in the bin at the top of the ramp entran ce to 
YUMC, at any time during this pandemic. Thank You!  

 
1.  Make a FINANCIAL DONATION to TASK , online at 
www.trentonsoupkitchen.org , and share in the wonderful 
work it does in its community!   
 
2. Assemble TAKE-HOME MEALS  - Include an entree of an 
easy-open can of spaghetti or ravioli, tuna or chicken salad 
with crackers; a juice box or water bottle; canned fruit (no 
fresh fruit please); a snack bar; plastic utensils and a napkin in 
a brown paper bag. 
 
3. Assemble HYGIENE KITS  – Include a 4-oz tube of tooth-
paste, toothbrush, bar of bath soap, deodorant, shampoo, and 
one disposable razor in a gallon zip-loc bag. 

 
Questions? Please contact Joyce Lee at 

joycewlee@aol.com or call 215-295-3940." 
 
To learn more about the ways TASK helps those in their 

community, go to their website at 
www.trentonsoupkitchen.org. for more about their programs, 
stories of "success" and gratitude, written by patrons, and for 
ways you can be involved in the mission of TASK.. 

Congratulations on the birth of Harrison 
Dennis Laba, son of Andrew and Kelly 
Laba and new brother of Zellie.  Harrison 
was born on August 13, 2020.  Proud 
grandparents are Janice and Dennis Laba. 
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The Pumpkins are coming!   
The Pumpkins are coming!  
We are wai�ng to hear the schedule 

for the delivery of the pumpkins from 

the pumpkin people!  We will unload 

500 pumpkins and create a beau�ful 

patch in our front yard!   

 

Get excited, friends!!  

 

To do this safely, we will need many 

hands.  We will also need wheel bar-

rows and wagons galore!   

 

So, invite your friends, grab your mask, 

gloves and watch future announce-

ments for the date!  
 

 
A��n�i�	 C��r��!   

D� y�� h��� y��� P�����	 Pat�� S�"#?   
I& s�, st)# *e�,�n- i. �r��n/ t�0	!   
I& 	1, 2e. D�3i4� �n�5. W� �8� �r9�,�n- 
m�8� ;�"<= Oct@A�� 1s..  

Em�DE 9�3i4�@y�rG2�H�mI.�r- �� cJKE 
215-493-R345. 

Would you like a weekly  
reminder about the Wonder 
of God’s Creation?  
Have you seen the beautiful flower 
photos with a biblical verse displayed 
in the church lobby?  Those pictures 
were all taken by the late Sig Boy-
sen, who used to mail them out as 
postcards to people who wanted to 
start their week appreciating the 
beauty of God’s Creation and His 
Word. Thanks to Peg, we are now 
making these simple messages 
available to everyone, through a 
Monday morning email. If you would 

like to start receiving these messages, please call 215-493
-3345 or email the church office and let us know that you’d 
like to “Celebrate the Wonder of His Creation.”   

All YUMC’ers are invited to 
attend this year’s Charge Con-
ference via ZOOM on October 
1st at 7 pm.  This is a meeting 
just for Yardley Church.  
Watch for ZOOM info in your 
Church Mouse email. 

YUMC is seeking a 
sexton who will be 
responsible for clean-
ing and maintenance 
of the church.  Ap-
proximately 15 hours 
per week.  Flexible 
schedule.  $13-$15 
per hour depending 
on experience.  Expe-
rience pre-
ferred.  Send resume 
to David Green  
dgreen325i@me.com 
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Wednesday 

Nights @ YUMC are 

back!  September 16th - 

October 28th   
 

Youth Group (6th-12th grade) are re-
turning to the church on Wednesday nights 
from 5:30 to 7:30. The building is still 
closed, so we will meet outside! 

 
We will have Pizza for dinner each 

week.  (Cost $4 per youth)  It will be served 
safely. However, if you're more comfortable 
with bringing your own dinner or eating be-
fore you come, let us know! 

 
All Children, Youth and Adults must 

wear masks. If you have disposable masks, 
please bring a back up. We will do a tem-
perature check each week. Restrooms will 
be open, but for emergencies only. 

 
All participants must fill out the Regis-

tration form.  
 

You can find it on the website, in email or 
we will have paper versions available each 
week.   

 
Friends are welcome to join! 

 
We can't wait to see everyone and con-

tinue to learn, play and grow in Christ to-
gether! 

 

Sign Up by Wednesdays @ 4pm .  
 

After that, please text Denise so we 
know to order pizza for you!  

Stay connected with the Youth Ministries of YUMC!   
 

sign up for events:  www.yardleyumcyouth.org/events 
 

email Denise:  denise@yardleyumc.org 
 

text Denise:  267-980-6054 

New Year, New Focus  
      This year, the Wednesday Night groups (God 

Squad and Youth Ministry) will focus on UNITY.   

God created us as individuals parts of one 

body.  When we celebrate our individual gi%s and focus on coming 

together, we grow more than we can imagine.   We are more alike 

than we know.  And our differences make us stronger.   

This year we will have lessons, ac*vi*es and discussions based on 

being UNITED with God, to Christ, with our church family, with our 

community and with the world.  

We can’t wait to see where God leads us with this focus!  

Parents, Youth and Families: Join us as we kick 

off our year with Drive Thru Adventure!   

Sunday October 4
th

 @ 5pm  
Drive Thru Adventure is a night of fun for everyone!  You will stay in 

your cars, arrive at the church, get your clues and head out!  For two 

hours your family will drive around solving clues, figuring our riddles, 

taking pictures, videos, and collec*ng quests. It's so great! It's about 

having fun as a church and family, more than really winning priz-

es.  (But there will be prizes for the best errrr…. Winning team) 
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God Squad (children grades 1st to 5th) is meeting outside 
on Wednesday Nights from 5:30-7 pm. 
After discussing the mental and spiritual well being of our children/youth 
we decided to bring back Wednesday night activities with safe modifica-
tions.  Children and youth need a safe place to be social and have some fun! 
Their world has completely changed and turned into something none of us 
could have predicted. Starting September 16th and ending October 16th we 
will meet outside only (weather permitting). Temperature will be taken up-
on arrival and mask or face shield is required ( this can be provided). Our 
top priority is keeping them safe while they grow in their faith jour-
ney.  Any questions, please reach out to Christine Griffin. 

Safety protocols for God Squad 
and Youth Group 

God Squad 
kids enjoyed 
the GaGa pit 
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We are back on Wednesday nights 
(safely and masked) outside as long as 
the weather holds.  Watch for details be-
yond that.  It’s great to be back! 

 
We have also been having a blast 

floating our boats at Core Creek Park on 
Friday evenings.  We have extra boats 
and life vests for anyone who wants to 
come!   

Sign up at yardleyumcyouth/events   

Pool Noodle Game 
night 
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Despite the lock down, we still held two mission trips! 
 
We were disappointed to learn that our Mission Trips weren’t going to happen the way 
we planned; however, with the help of our leadership, we were able to pivot quickly 

and created two unique and interesting Mission Experiences.  While it wasn’t what we 
hoped for, it turned out to be exactly what we needed during this global pandemic.   
 

       During the week of July 12-15th our Middle School Youth and High School Leaders participated in 
Blessing bags for TASK, Weeding at Snipes, a Prayer walk around the neighborhood, Chalk Art Show, Online 
worship, Water fight and game days.   

 
During the week of July 26-29th our High School group participated in Chalk Art show, Blessing bags for 

TASK, work at Snipes and Racial Injustice Discussion firepit.  
   
It was very different this year.  We lost a lot from not going away together, staying over together and  step-

ping away from our comfort zones together.  However, God gave us the ability to hold on to the most im-
portant parts of any Youth Mission Experience.   

 
• We grew in relationship as a group  
• We had time set aside to connect with God in new ways 
• We served others in new ways  
 
As we left Snipes one day, one of our youth said “It just feels great to be helping someone again”   

God is Good! 

Chalk Art Show 

Snipes Farm 
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Prayer Walk 

Racial Injustice 
Discussion firepit 

Assembling Blessings Bags 
for Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

Tidings of  
Yardley United  Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067 

Greetings Friends! 
In an effort to reach the entire congregation during the pandemic, we are snail mailing this newsletter.  We hope it 

makes you feel more connected with YUMC!  If you do not receive our emails with links to worship, please email  
office@yardleyumc.org    

 
Stay connected with us!  You can call the church office and leave a message:   215-493-3345.  We will call you 

back! 
 
Or email us: 
pastorbarb@yardleyumc.org 
denise@yardleyumc.org 
eduardo@yardleyumc.org 
office@yardleyumc.org 
 
Let us know how we can serve you.  Are you in need of prayer?  A friendly conversation?  Contact us! 


