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Welcome, Pastor  
Marcia! 

As we can all attest, 
this has been a year of 
change and more change.  
As we, and the rest of the 
world, are transitioning 
from the isolation and re-
strictions of the COVID-19 
pandemic to our new nor-
mal, we add to this, yet an-
other change in pastoral 
leadership.   On July 1, 
2021, we will welcome Pastor Marcia Lincoln-Heinz and 
her husband Kirk to YUMC! Her first Sunday sermon 
takes place on July 4, but due to the holiday, we will have 
our official welcome celebration on Sunday, July 11.                                      

                                                   Continued on p. 3 

Dear Pastor Barb , 
 

As you depart from Yardley United Methodist 
Church to begin a new adventure at St. Andrews 
United Methodist Church in New Berlinsville, PA, 
we want to express our thanks and gratitude for 
the year you spent with us. You were a perfect fit 
for an imperfect time. 
 

We are grateful  that you joined YUMC during 
such a challenging time.   
 

We are grateful  for the seamless transition you 
made with the staff and congregation. 
 

We are grateful  for your becoming an equal 
member of the staff and church leadership team 
and working well with literally everyone.   

We are grateful  for your skill in guiding and sup-
porting the staff and the congregation through the 
challenges of imaging and sustaining new ways of 
doing ministry. 
 

We are grateful  for your calm, reassuring and 
supportive presence to staff and congregants alike 
in their efforts to create different ways of being in 
ministry. 
 

We are grateful  for your inspiring and joyful ser-
mons. 
                                                    Continued on p. 3  
 
 

We say farewell to Pastor Barb 
with a letter of gratitude 

We anticipate the arrival of Pastor 
Marcia with joy 
and prayers for 
her ministry 

 Join us for the PARTY to WELCOME Pastor Marcia, her hus-

band Kirk and her family to YUMC on Sunday July 11th at 10 

am. We'll have drinks and cake so you won't want to miss it! 
 

A colorful box is outside at the top of the ramp star.ng for 

your "welcome" cards to her. Please introduce yourselves and 

if you can, include a photo to tell her about you and your fam-

ily. This will help her get to know us be1er. (No need to print 

photos somewhere - a home print of your photo would work 

just fine. Need help to print a photo? Email your photo 

to yumcoffice@gmail.com and Nancy will print it in color for 

you!) 
 

Also, her first Sunday will be July 4
th

,  so if you are in town 

please come to "ring" in her new tenure here at YUMC…9 am 

church in person and 11 am Zoom.  Pastor Marcia’s daughter, 

Emily, will sing at the 9 am service on July 4. 
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Farewell friends.  It’s hard to believe the time has come for me to 
say these words to you. It seems crazy to be writing those words to 
you knowing it’s only been a year since we said hello. 
 
It sure has been a crazy hard year hasn’t it? And yet, it has also 

been very meaningful. It’s been an honor and a privilege to be your pastor. Thank 
you for allowing me into your lives. I found it surprising how we grew together as a 
community even though most of what we did together was on-line. The after ZOOM 
worship fellowship time really helped me get to know many of you. If was fun travel-
ing with Denise to offer “back to school blessings” to our students in the fall and then 
to “hang out” with them during outdoor Wednesday night God Squad and Youth 
Group. It was such a weird feeling for me to be preaching my first sermon in the sanc-
tuary in October! And then having to make the difficult decision to close the build-
ing again when COVID spiked around the holidays. Thank goodness for the paid staff 
who were wonderful to work with.  

 
And now it’s time to turn the page and begin the next chapter of our lives. Having 

been changed by Covid, in a time that is unlike any that we have lived in before as 
well as receiving a new pastor soon, you are emerging as the church in a time that 
the church has never experienced. And what lies before you is filled with so much po-
tential and promise and possibility. And God is calling you to embrace it. My prayer 
is that you will jump fully into who God is calling you to be in this next season, how-
ever dramatic the transformation might be. 

 
I wish you well. Like the Apostle Paul. I am confident of this, that he who began a 

good work in you will carry it on to completion. (Philippians 1: 6) I hope you will 
continue to find ways to be the light of Christ in the community. Continue to shine 
with God’s love, grace and joy.  

 
Thanks for the memories 

Yardley UMC. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Barb 
610.310.8349 
538 Swamp Picnic Rd, 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 
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 Pastor Marcia comes to the Yardley church 
from a joint pastorate in the Philadelphia area 
where she served as the Senior Pastor at both the 
Kensington Old Brick UMC and the Fox Chase 
UMC and recently facilitated a merger and restruc-
turing of those two churches. Previously she served 
churches in Manheim, Lancaster, Bristol, and Tre-
vose, PA.  Before her pastoral appointments, Pas-
tor Marcia served in hospital settings; as Palliative 
Care Chaplain at the Joan Karnell Cancer Center at 
Pennsylvania Hospital, and as Pastoral Care Visitor 
at Doylestown Hospital.  Before that, Pastor Marcia 
worked as a tax accountant.    

Pastor Marcia recognizes the uniqueness in 
each congregation and is committed to preach and 
lead worship with a spirit of vitality and excellence, 
recognizing that this is the most important gift she 
can bring. She has an extensive music background 
and has been able to use those gifts to enhance 
worship and the life of the church. 

When asked for her thoughts as she anticipates 
her arrival at YUMC, Pastor Marcia said,  

 

“The most important thing you need to know about 
me is that I love the Lord and I love the 
Church.  For this, I am passionate!  My belief in  
Jesus Christ teaches me that we cannot have one 
without the other. God and the Church Universal go 
hand in hand.  We are, after all, the Body of Christ 
in the world today.  My true love is to serve the Ris-
en Christ by helping the church recognize the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit in their lives so they can live 
lives of radical discipleship!  Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Marcia.” 

 

Natives of Florida, Pastor Marcia and Kirk have 
lived in Newtown since 1987.  They enjoy garden-
ing and love to organically grow their own food to 
eat. They are the parents of two grown children, 
Emily and Jake.  Pastor Marcia loves to entertain, 
read, travel (especially in Italy!), learn new things, 
watch Masterpiece Theatre and Sci-fi, and have 
great conversations. She has an extensive music 
background and has sung with the Bucks County 
Choral Society since 1988. Daughter Emily also 
sings with the BCCS, as well as Cantus 
Novus.  Marcia serves on Newtown’s Joint Historic 
Commission. 

We look forward to welcoming Marcia to YUMC! 

We say farewell to Pastor Barb with a 
letter of gratitude Continued from p. 1 

We are grateful for sharing your intimate rela-
tionship with Christ in your heartfelt and 
thoughtful prayers.  You were talking to a friend 
as well as your Lord.  
 

We are grateful  for your always beaming and 
contagious smile! 
 

We are grateful  for your presence with our 
Youth and teaching them and all of us the ways 
of Jesus by your example.  
 
 

We send you on your way with our heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation for sharing your gifts 
with us.  We wish you all the best as you bring 
your blessings to your new church and commu-
nity. 
 
Blessings, 

Your friends at  

Yardley United Methodist Church 

We anticipate the arrival of Pastor Marcia 
with joy and prayers for her ministry 
                                       Continued from p. 1 
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Birthdays in July 

 

Birthdays in August 

03 Susan Hunt 
04 Lisa Grayson Zygmunt 
07 Patrick Diamond 
09 Nancy Roberts 
10 Henry Rooney 
11 George Isaacson 
11 Thomas Habgood 
13 Mollie Mitchell 
14 Nancy Binder 
16 Pat Roth 
17 Joyce Lee 

17 Lisa Hammelman 
18 Hank Zygmunt 
20 Alexander Schettino 
23 Janet B. Smith Tolbert 
25 Adam VanAken 
27 Lamar Frye 
27 Linda Heilig 
28 Amy Gonzalez 
29 Eva Haas 
30 Eduardo Azzati 
31 Patricia Coiante 

01 Nicholas Lefebvre 
02 Dale Van Aken 
04 Samuel Kaiser 
05 William Binder 
05 Everett Haas 
05 Evan Luce 
05 Doris McDaniel 
06 Marge Quallis 
06 Lauren Moody 
08 Kathleen O’Keeffe 
10 Marsha Snyder 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Richard Edwards 
15 David Fernandez 
15 Kevin Heilig 
18 Larry Day 
19 Ken McDaniel 
20 Kevin O’Keeffe 
21 Donald Heasley 
22 Jane Rooney 
24 Carolyn Richards 
24 Rebecca Van Aken 
26 Joanna Chassen 
26 Kimberly Walker 
27 Emma Menzel 
27 Anjali Baker 
29 Deborah Corey 
30 Cooper Winters 
 

Thank you to all who have made their 
tithes and gifts by mail or on line. Please 
continue your regular giving to the church 
during this difficult time. Your checks can be 
mailed to this address..... Yardley United 
Methodist Church, 300 Langhorne Rd, Yard-
ley PA 19067.  

You can also make online gifts by going 
to  

www.yardleyumc.org/give 
 
Please continue to be in touch with the 

church. You can call the church office at 215
-493-3345. 

Your ongoing support makes possible 
our ministry to each other and to our com-
munity, especially in this time of crisis. God 
bless you.  

Quinn Susan Adams 
April 25, 2021 

Daughter of Victoria and RJ Adams 
Granddaughter of Sue and Ron Richardson 

 

Alaina Marie Seifert-Cocco 
May 16, 2021 

Granddaughter of Keri and Joseph Vaughan 
Granddaughter of Karen and Carlo Cocco 

Birthdays in June 

01 Susan Kellenbenz 
02 Cherron Crane 
04 Kathryn Ortolf 
06 Sonia Baker 
09 Erica Lipton 
10 Jeanette Leonhauser 
10 Pam McCreery 
11 Olivia Sawyer 
15 Andrew Grace 
17 Shayna Winters 

19 Lukas Azzati 
20 Adrianne Frye 
22 Mitch Harris 
24 Nancy Coles 
24 Lily Griffin  
25 Michael Lipton 
26 Makayla Frye 
27 Lenore Martin 
29 Randy Findley 
30 R. J. Cox 
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See page 11 for more photos of Pastor 
Barb’s farewell celebration. 

Reflections on the June 6 th Farewell  
Celebration for Pastor Barb and Andy 

 

                                                       by Joyce Lee                                           
 

On a very warm June 6th, we enjoyed a heartfelt Fare-
well Celebration for Pastor Barb and Andy Seekford, as 
we marked an all-too-brief time together. During an excep-
tionally challenging and stressful year, Pastor Barb has led 
and supported our congregation and staff in her character-
istically calm, reassuring, and comforting way. Her ser-
mons have nurtured us; her conversational style of heart-
felt praying has inspired us. Together, we have endured 
and have found new ways of being in ministry. We will 
never forget this year at YUMC, with Pastor Barb at the 
helm!   Thank you, Pastor Barb, for sharing your gifts of 
leadership with us!  

That Sunday was also a celebration of our staff, Den-
ise, Eduardo, and Nancy, and our laity who have worked 
faithfully and tirelessly this past year to keep our church 
open and us engaged in worship and ministry.  It has tak-
en all of us together to come to this place of joyful celebra-
tion.  Thank you! 

While taking part in the party, "the celebration after the 
celebration,” on the portico at 10:00 a.m., it occurred to me 
that, after years of elaborate planning and decorating of 
Fellowship Hall that we routinely do for church events, the 
style and setting of this celebration, although more 
"casual" in appearance, was perfect for this occasion.  Our 
beautiful and well-located worship and mission-based 
building, with our "resident" flamingos flanking the portico, 
was "decor" enough.  It spoke of who we are and why we 
are here in this community.  The cake and other refresh-
ments, our cards of thanks and appreciation, the gift of a 
plant, and reflections on the year together by Nancy Hoerl 
from SPRC and staff members, Denise, Eduardo, and 
Nancy Scurlock, were the "stuff" of what made that day 
an exceptionally fine occasion.    

Thanks to all who took part in organizing and carrying 
out this day!  

Thank you Yardley UMC! Andy and I want to say 
thank you for the good-bye celebration on Sunday 
June 6th. It was such a blessing to see so many of you 
on-site, to share stories together and cake! And then 
to be able to hop on ZOOM for our 11:00 o’clock 
worship and have the chance to say good-bye to 
those that worship with us on-line. Thanks also for 
the gift basket filled with wonderful goodies and the 
plant. Looking forward to watching it grow and 
bloom each year from our front porch.  Thanks also 
for all your cards and notes. Even though we only 
had a year together, we had some good times, didn’t 
we?! Continued prayers as you begin the next chapter 
of your story.  

Thanks again Yardley!! – Pastor Barb and Andy 
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For those of you that do not know, a little history on the 
room in the basement called the “Belcher Room.”  Lorne 
Belcher was a YUMC member who served the church as a 
Trustee for many years.  In memory of his faithful service the 
equipment room on the basement lever is named in his 
memory.  Periodically the Trustees will be using this column 
to highlight the work being done around the church.  Some-
times repairs, sometimes replacements or upgrades. 

Recently Mark Hyland installed a new dehumidifier and 
water pump in the Youth Room.  The basement level is only 
passively cooled by the A/C systems in the building and this 
dehumidifier will help greatly with keeping the humidity in 
check.  Also, recently, Dennis Laba put new cabinet doors 
under the kitchen sinks.  They look great and the old ones 
were in much need of replacement.  A Boy Scout Eagle pro-
ject that was completed this spring installed a hand sanitizer 
dispenser in the lobby and one in hallway leading down to 
Fellowship Hall.  

One of the projects completed last year while the building 
was closed was the replacement of all the EXIT signs and 
emergency lights in the building with new LED units.  Also, all 
the lights in the sanctuary ceiling were upgraded to LED. 

This year the Trustees are planning to address some of 
the repairs needed on the exterior of the church.  Much of the 
wood (doors, window frames, panels, etc.) needs to be re-
paired or replaced. And thanks to the keen eye of Eduardo 
we just learned we have some bats in our attic space that will 
need to be humanely “evicted” from our church. We went 
through this process several years ago and it seems our 
friends have found another way into the attic space.   

Summer Sunday School  for children contin-
ues online for the summer.   Beginning June 27th 
and running through July 25, the theme is: 
"Concrete and Cranes: Building on the love of 
Jesus."  Crafts and supplies will be delivered to 
you. The August theme is: "Heroes of the Bi-
ble." Lesson links are emailed out each Sunday 
morning.  You may view them at any time.   If you 
wish to receive the lessons, please send an email 
to ljransom@comcast.net.    

Food Drive: 
No Purple Bags, but yes to food donations 
for Penndel Food Pantry .  For most of last year, 
some Yardley Church members continued to drop 
off food donations which were delivered once a 
month to Penndel Food Pantry.  Even though the 
country is beginning to get back to normal, many 
people will still be facing food insecurities. So do not 
worry about purple bags or when to drop the food 
off, just bring it with you any time and place it in the 
shopping cart in the lobby of the church. The mis-
sion committee will be delivering all food collected 
on the second Tuesday of each month to Penndel 
Food Pantry.  

New dehumidifier keeping things fresh  
in the youth room. 
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YUMC Young Adults Find Hope, Support, Rest and Fun with their Weekly ZOOM 
                                                                                                                                                                By Denise Harris 
 When things began to shut down across our country, I checked in on some of our young adults. It became clear they 
were dealing with anxiety and fear on a higher level than many. 
 Young Adult Zoom started March 19th 2020. It started out as a place to find familiar faces and support during a 
Global Pandemic. 15 months later, we are still going strong. 
 In the 15 months we have been together, we missed only one week.   
 Every week looks different—Different faces, different topics.  However, one thing is constant: We answer the ques-
tion "how are you doing?" Every. Single. Week.   This group gets together to share life updates, support one another and 
give everyone a place to laugh, be quiet or share frustration. 
 In the past 15 months, this group has seen each other through loss of jobs, depression, fear, anxiety, end of relation-
ships, new jobs, medical issues, new relationships, moves and so much more. 
 If the church is a place where people come together  to support one another, pray for one another and b e a 
listening ear through the ups and downs of life, he re is the church!  
 
If you are a young adult, 18- 29ish, there's a plac e here for you!  Join in Mondays at 9:30pm eastern.  

Take a load off 
You'rе about to find your rest 
It's a crazy world out there, 
got some hope right here 
Out of the wilderness 
If you're needing water for 
your soul 
Well, you're in the right place 
Doesn't matter if you're rich, 
you're poor, whoever you are 
This is where we all find 
grace 
Come on now 
 
"In The House" - Crowder 

  

June’s Golden Plate Award was a well-attended and fun event. 
Graduating Seniors were sent off with prayer.  Best 
wishes and prayers for Trevor Hart, Fernando No-
blejas, Jr., Logan Porto, Ann Scherer, Josh Schettino, 
Marelise Steyn, Ryan Ward! 
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Float Your Boat Nights   July 9, 30, August 13  
We will meet at Core Creek Park Fridays at 5 pm.  We will 
prepare our boats and head out to the lake to paddle 
around a bit then find a spot to eat dinner.  After dinner we 
will head back to the park for s'mores. "Whatever floats 
your boat" is our theme.  So, whoever shows is who we 
hang out with.  So invite some friends and join us! We 
have boats, paddles and life jackets ready for you if you 
don’t have them! Sign up by 3 pm each day.   
  
 

Want to sign up for an event?  
www.yardleyumcyouth.org/events 
 
Want to talk with Denise?  Call 215-493-3345, ext 202, 
or email denise@yardleyumc.org 

Nerf & Games after Dark  Youth, 
Young Adults and Adults! Wednes-
day June 30th  grab your nerf guns and 
join us for night time nerf fun!  We will play 
capture the flag and a few other 
games.  The more the merrier, so invite 
your friends. We will meet at 9pm and end 
by 10:30pm.  Sign up by June 27th   

Service Experience  
July 11-14th   
All Youth are encouraged to participate in this year's Service Expe-
rience! This will take the place of our High School and large group 
MyCalling! Mission Trips.   
• Sunday evening we kick off with a Service Scavenger Hunt.   
• Monday we gather at Snipes Farm for a day of serving.  
• Tuesday we make mats for the homeless, eat dinner and cre-

ate cardboard box city and sleep outside!  
• Wednesday we will go to Furniture Bank to serve them.  
 
Each night we will have a 
campfire at 7:30 pm and 
have a different topic to 
discuss. Sign Up by  
July 5th  to join this Ser-
vice Experience.  
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It's summertime!  That means that all of us. . . kids, youth, young adults and adults will be doing things we don't usually do 
during the rest of the year.   
This summer, let's do something fun as a church.  Let's take Jesus with us and share our journeys !   
 
Here's how it works:   1. Cut out flat Jesus    2. Color Jesus (if you want)    3. Get pictures of Jesus doing different things 
with you all summer  
 
Here's a few picture ideas to get you started:  
You and Jesus with an important person in your life.   
Jesus relaxing in the sun 
Jesus by a body of water  
Jesus eating dinner 
You and Jesus talking  
You and Jesus in the car, plane, bike or train 
You and Jesus at the store  
You and Jesus in a different state 
You and Jesus outside of YUMC  
 
As you take the pictures or by August 30th, email photos to Denise@yardleyumc.org  
 
We will compile all our pictures for our fall kick off.   
 
Keep Flat Jesus with you and you'll be surprised what adventures you can have together!  
No one is too old or too young for this activity.  (I'm looking at you, adults!)  
This summer, let's take Jesus everywhere we go!  

Flat Jesus on a youth  
camping trip. (Watch 
for more photos of the 
youth camping trip in 
the next newsletter.) 
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Adults In Mission (AIM) Is back with extreme 
MyCalling - Adult edition!  
Join us on Monday, July 12 and/or Tuesday, July 13 
for local mission day trips.  Both activities will be fully 
outdoors. Cost is $15 for 1 day or $20 for both days 
and includes a T-shirt and dinner on Tuesday.  Bring 
your lunch. To sign up, contact joy boysen @609-240-
8690 (cell) or jboysen145@gmail.com or log onto 
http://www.mycallingministries.com/adults-in-missions . 

Bishop Peggy Johnson Retires 
Bishop Peggy Johnson, Resident Bishop of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference will 

be retiring at the end of August 2021.  From her office at EPAC headquarters in Valley 
Forge, PA, and through frequent visits to churches within the Conference,  Bishop John-
son has served as our spiritual leader and has guided the administration of the Conference 
for the past 13 years.   

The Reverend Scott McDermott, Chair of the Conference’s Episcopacy Committee 
(and Senior Pastor at Washington Crossing UMC) commented, “It’s been an honor to 
work with her and to observe the prayerful, loving, and diligent way she sought to do the 
work of the Annual Conference.  Bishop Johnson has been such a blessing.”  Reverend 
McDermott notes that “retirement is a big moment in life. ….a moment filled with emotion….a change of seasons, 
marked by deep reflection and meaningful celebration.   It’s quite an honor to share in such a significant moment in 
someone’s life.” 

On Monday, July 26, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., there will be a special celebration via Zoom, to honor Bishop John-
son’s years of service and leadership in the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. To attend, go to Zoom. Webinar ID: 
966 9511 7530. Passcode: 891085. Or, join by telephone: US: +1 646 558 8656. Photos of our bishop from across the 
conference, submitted to communications@epaumc.org, will also be part of this celebration. 

First, we will honor her with our expressions of gratitude for ways in which God has used her in our lives and min-
istry. Words of appreciation and thanks from both churches and individuals can be uploaded on kudoboard at https://
www.kudoboard.com/boards/x2ms73OK , or, sent to: 

 
           Bishop Peggy Johnson           
           P.O. Box 820 
           Valley Forge, PA 19482-0820 
 
Secondly, we will honor her with a special gift, on her behalf, to Congo Partnership, an important ministry in Bish-

op Johnson’s life. This gift will be raised through financial contributions from church and individuals throughout the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.  Yardley United Methodist members and attenders will contribute to this gift by 
way of a contribution from our Missions budget. Additionally, others in our congregation who wish to add to this con-
tribution may send their gift to the church, to be included with the church-wide contribution, by July 11th.    Gifts 
should be marked, “Bishop Johnson Retirement Gift.”   

We wish Bishop Johnson and her husband, The Reverend Michael Johnson, a successful resettling in their new 
community in Virginia and then, after a period of well-deserved rest, their discovery of new ways of being in Christian 
ministry.  

 
Godspeed, Johnson Family….. 

In September we will welcome Bishop John R. Schol of the New Jersey Confer-
ence, who will provide episcopal leadership to the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference 
while continuing to lead Greater New Jersey, at least until December 2022. A Wel-
come Celebration is being planned for Bishop Schol on Saturday September 18 at 10 
a.m., onsite and online at West Chester UMC.  More about Bishop Schol in our next 
newsletter. 
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More photos from the farewell celebration. 

Youth and God Squad kids had a blast 
in June  - Nerf Wars! 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

Tidings of  
Yardley United  Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067 

Greetings Friends! 
In an effort to reach the entire congregation during the pandemic, 

we are snail mailing this newsletter.  We hope it makes you feel more 
connected with YUMC!  If you do not receive our emails with links to 
worship, please email office@yardleyumc.org    

 
Stay connected with us this summer!  You can call the church 

office and leave a message:  215-493-3345 .  We will call you back! 
 
Let us know how we can serve you.  Are you in need of prayer?  A 

friendly conversation?  Contact us! 
 
We are praying for you! 
 
      -the staff of YUMC 

***New Covid 19 guidelines:  Those fully vaccinated need not 
wear a mask during worship.  It is recommended that those 
who are not vaccinated do wear a mask.  Join us in person at 
9 am or on Zoom/Facebook Live at 11 am. 


